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. . . The English Trades Unionists have taken steps 
for the calling of a world-congress of workingmen to 
devise means for preventing nations from engaging in 
hostilities. 

... As a result of the interchange of visits between 
ministers of the various churches in Germany and Great 
Britain in 1908 and 1909, a permanent organization has 
now been formed in each country by means of which the 
churches hope to more effectually cooperate with each 
other in fostering friendly relations between the two 
countries. The name of the organization will be the 
Associated Councils of Churches in the British and 
German Empires for Fostering Friendly Relations be- 
tween the Two Peoples. 

. . . Mr. Maurice Hewlett, at the annual meeting of 
the International Arbitration and Peace Association, 
held in London on July 7, reaffirmed the view, which he 
has often put forward of late, that the best hope of end- 
ing the possibility of wars lies in an international agree- 
ment between organized workmen to strike against war 
in their respective countries. 



The Interest of the Swedish Govern- 
ment in the Peace Movement. 

Address of Count Arvid Taube, Swedish Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, on opening the Eighteenth International Peace Congress 
at Stockholm, August 1. 

Ladies and Gentlemen : In responding gladly to the 
request of my honored friend (Baron Bonde), the presi- 
dent of the Committee on Organization, to open this 
Congress, I must first, in the name of the government of 
the King, my august sovereign, wish you the most 
cordial welcome to the capital of Sweden. 

The purpose which has brought you here, to these 
remote parts, deserves, in the very highest degree, the 
attention and sympathy of all peoples and, consequently 
also, of their representatives. 

This illustrious assembly, composed of eminent men 
and women of all nationalities, statesmen and men of 
science, philanthropists and legislators, a goodly number 
of whom bear names of universal repute and possess ex- 
perience and wisdom, is, indeed, an edifying and at the 
same time an encouraging spectacle. You have come 
here from all parts of the world moved by the same 
generous and noble desire, that of doing good to human- 
ity, of making the different peoples understand their 
solidarity and fraternity, — in a word, of causing love to 
triumph over hatred, justice over violence, the benefits 
of peace over the horrors of war. 

Every good man and every good woman, whose mind 
is not obscured by prejudices, has the same sentiments 
as you, and is thankful to you for your earnest labors to 
attain this noble end. There is no statesman, no govern- 
ment, which does not applaud your efforts and is not 
ready, frankly, to help you. 

The movement which you represent is a movement 
forward, toward the realization of the ideal and the ac- 
complishment of the purposes of the Eternal. 

The cause, therefore, for which you are striving with 
a persistence that commands our admiration, is one of 
the most sacred of all, and, as certainly as knowledge 



will triumph over ignorance and good overcome evil, you 
will at last carry off the victory. 

You have, ladies and gentlemen, the ardent faith which 
overcomes mountains, and the future is yours. 

Your resolutions are the cries of the conscience of man, 
which keep the people awake. Your gatherings form so 
many stages on the way, full, of course, of obstacles, which 
leads to the realization of the divine utterance, so familiar 
to us all from our childhood, " Peace on earth, goodwill 
to men," which during centuries seems to have resounded 
in vain throughout the world, for unwilling peoples. 

On the other hand, it is still difficult, if not practically 
impossible, to realize your beautiful dream, the suppres- 
sion of all resort to violence and the bringing in of an 
era of peace and goodwill among different peoples as 
well as among different classes of society. It is impos- 
sible, I say, so long as the brutal instincts, innate in man, 
are not overcome by the influence of education and re- 
ligion, so long as among the nations the evil ambitions of 
the great and the mighty justify the distrust of the most 
feeble, who ask nothing else except to live in peace, and 
who are obliged, nevertheless, to keep themselves con- 
tinually on their guard. 

But you are all too practical not to recognize this fun- 
damental truth, and you have shown this by keeping 
yourselves free from chimerical aspirations and by limit- 
ing yourselves to what is possible. But, even within 
these limits, you have already recorded successes of very 
great value. 

With the network of arbitration agreements which at 
the present time covers the civilized world, and which is 
due largely to your instigation, — to cite only one fact, — 
armed conflicts between nations will be more and more 
avoided. It is true that in arbitration between states it 
is customary, and not without reason, to except questions 
touching national integrity and honor. 

But the idea of likewise submitting differences of a 
very delicate nature, where popular passions are most 
easily called into play, to the quieting influence of impar- 
tial arbitration, is developing decidedly. 

How often, already, has it been granted us to see, in 
these later times, how the wise utterance of an arbitrator 
has been able to extinguish the spark which, on account 
of national hatreds and rivalries, was on the point of start- 
ing a conflagration which might have embraced the world ! 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, in such moments you may 
well say to yourselves with pride that your labors have 
not been in vain. 

On the other hand, it is true, however, and you have 
understood and realized it in practice, that however great 
and legitimate be the desire of man to live in peace, limits 
are of necessity set to the manifestation of this desire, 
through the love of country, the duties of the citizen 
toward the people to which he belongs, toward the corner 
of the earth which holds the tombs of his ancestors. 

And those who invoke your authority when they 
preach to the small nations the uselessness of their efforts 
to defend themselves against the great nations, and con- 
sequently the opportunity of an unconditional disarma- 
ment, these, I say, by a false interpretation of your 
doctrines, wish to substitute a cowardly abandonment of 
one's self for the resolute and virile courage which be- 
comes an independent people and which alone causes it 
to be respected. 
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That is to misunderstand the real import of your in- 
tentions, to forget that among the persons who are at 
the head of the powerful peace movement now manifest- 
ing itself in the world men and women are found who 
have justly become notable by their patriotic ardor, and 
who have taught us by the example of their lives how a 
sincere desire to serve the cause is perfectly compati- 
ble with the most exalted patriotism, how the remedy 
for the evils which waste humanity is not to destroy 
the love of country, but to elevate the love of one's 
neighbor. 

You will all, ladies and gentlemen, recognize with me, 
I am convinced, that he who, for whatever reason, 
renounces the first duty of every citizen, does not de- 
serve the good fortune of having a country; that the 
people which is not ready at any sacrifice to preserve its 
liberty and its independence — those precious blessings 
for the individual as for the nation — loses the right to 
existence. 

" The cause of national defense and that of peace are 
indissolubly united," was said in this sense a few days 
ago in this very capital by an eminent political man, a 
convinced Liberal, and little suspected of any militaristic 
tendencies whatever, in a discourse which he pronounced 
as president at the opening of a great national shooting 
contest. In this discourse he believed it to be his duty 
to point out the value, for the defense of one's country, 
of voluntary shooting exercises in which the entire popu- 
lation takes part. He recalled the coincidence, a signifi- 
cant one, as he thought, of this imposing demonstration 
of the popular patriotic movement with the present 
meeting, equally imposing, of the friends of peace. 

Convinced of the harmony of our views on this point, 
which is of such essential importance for those who are 
responsible for the destinies of their country, I can, with 
all my heart, associate myself with your work, and rejoice 
sincerely that you have done me the honor to choose the 
capital of my country as your place of meeting. 

The King's government will not fail to follow your 
labors with a deep interest, and we entertain the hope 
that from your deliberations may come results of durable 
value for humanity. 

With these good wishes and in this hope I have the 
honor to declare the eighteenth Universal Peace Congress 
open. 



Response for the Delegates to the 
Stockholm Peace Congress. 

Speech of Senator Henri La Fontaine, from Bel- 
gium, President of the Permanent International Peace 
Bureau at Berne, at the opening session oj the Eight- 
eenth Universal Peace Congress. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: Need I express to our 
Swedish friends the peculiar happiness that we 
feel in coming together here in this delightful 
and fascinating country, toward which our gaze 
is often turned with gratitude and with pride, 
since the principles which are so dear to us 
were applied here in particularly delicate circum- 
stances. Peace, holy peace, is here a reality ; for 
here an entire people, from the head of the state 
down to the most humble citizen, demands it, 
proclaims it and rejoices over it. 

More than twenty years have passed by since 
the regular organization of the peace congresses, 
without our deliberations having taken place on Scan- 
dinavian territory. Yet it will be difficult for many 
among us to persuade ourselves that this is true, for, 
thanks to the sympathies long since shown by the noblest 
among you, thanks to the warm welcome which you have 
extended to us, thanks to the captivating charm of this 
country and of the hospitable city which shelters us, 
thanks to the reputation for wisdom and probity which 
honors this country and crowns it with a halo of splendor, 
it seems to us that in coming to Swedish soil for the first 
time we are really returning to it, and, though scarcely 
disembarked, it seems to us that we have never left you. 
Our duty to do great things in this new gathering of 
the friends of international peace will be for this reason 
all the more binding, and we shall hope to see important 
declarations date from Stockholm. 

Without belittling the work accomplished heretofore, 
which, from the modest debates of our movement, re- 
ceived with so many smiles and so much sarcasm, has, 
after a century of preaching and propaganda, brought 
us to the Peace Conference at The Hague, we ought 
not to deceive ourselves as to the fact that what remains 
to be done is more essential and more important than all 
that we have done. 

The great mission which devolves upon us henceforth 
is to awaken in humanity the consciousness of its unity. 
We have already breathed into it a horror of war and 
inspired it with the love of justice ; already arbitration 
has secured universal sympathy, and war, for diplomatists 
and jurists, if not for soldiers, has come to be considered 
a duel to be carefully regulated. 

But if the world possesses laws of war, drawn up in 
articles of scrupulously minute detail, laws of peace are 
still wanting. It will be yours, in the course of the de- 
liberations of this year, to give to the world the form of 
an international code. But in order that the interna- 
tional code may acquire its full authority, it must emanate 
from the popular will of the nations, and in order to state 
the law a permanent court must be established ; in a 
word, the creation of an international parliament and of 
an international tribunal seems to be the logical next 
step in the movement which is drawing the nations 
towards a world federation. 

In this matter the American government has not hesi- 
tated to take a bold initiative ; this initiative must find 



